INVASION OF INDIA :   QANDAHAR TO KARNAL

response thereto, set out to join the Emperor in the third week of January,

I739-1

At the beginning of Shawwal (i2th January), when the news reached
Delhi of the arrival at the Indus of the force which Nadir had sent on in
advance, the Mughal army at last set out, but its progress was so leisurely
that it took a month to cover the four stages from the Shalimar gardens
to Karnal.2 In response to urgent requests by the Nizamu'1-Mulk and
Khan Dauran, the Emperor himself left Delhi on the i8th Shawwal
(29th January, 1739), and reached Panipat, twenty miles south of Karnal,
on the 27th of that month (7th February)3 ; he arrived at Karnal a few
days later. It had originally been intended to advance further, but,
as the plain just to the north of Karnal was a suitable camping-ground,
being plentifully provided with water by the *Ali Mardan canal and
protected by thick jungle to the north, and as it was deemed expedient
to await the arrival of Sa'adat Khan and the contingent from Oudh,4 the
Indian commanders proceeded no further. A mud wall was constructed
round the camp, the eastern side of which was bounded by the *Ali Mardan
canal. Guns were mounted at intervals on the wall round the camp,
which is said to have been fourteen miles in circumference,6

The numbers of combatants in the Indian camp are variously given,
ranging from only 80,000 to the fantastic figure of 1,200,000e ; it is
probable that the former figure is close to the truth. If, however, the
numbers of non-combatants are taken into account, the total may, as
Sir J. Sarkar suggests, have been nearly a million all told.

From Sirhind, Nadir sent out a force of 6,000 Kurdish cavalry, under
Elajji Khan, to reconnoitre the Indian position.7 On the next day the
army set out for Ambala via Raja SaraL Leaving his baggage and harem at
Ambala, Nadir marched to Shahabad, thirty-five miles north of Karnal,
on the 19th February, That same night the Kurdish patrols whom
Nadir had sent out from Sirhind came into contact with the Indian forces,

lDr. A. L. Srivastava, op. cit., p. 63.
*Siyar, p. 472*

* Anand Ram (fol. 168 (b)) states that when the news was received that Nadir Shall had reached

the Indus, the Indian commanders urged the Emperor to advance against the invaders*
*Siyar> p. 472,

* Journal of Mirza Zaman (Fraser, p. 152).   Hanway (Vol. IV, p. 159) states that " some writers

mention it as twelve miles/*

* Mirza Mahdi, as stated on p* 131 above, gives the strength of this Indian host as 300,000 men,

Sir J. Sarkax (Nadir Shah in India, p. 34), reduces this figure to 75,000 combatants. The
French adventurer de Voulton, in his Verdad&ra e ex&da Noiicia (which the present writer
translated from the Portuguese and published, together with an introduction and notes,
in the Bulletin of the School of Oriental Studies, Vol. IV, Part II, pp. 223-245), states that
the Mughal army, after the battle of Karnal, consisted of 400,000 horsemen and 800,000
infantry. There is no doubt, however, that the number of camp-followers was exceptionally
laige, and that some writers, like de Voulton, may have erroneously included their numbers
in the total of the fighting force.
9 T.N., p. 199; see also Ftaser, T>. i<^